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ST OS0IT. ic published by the Socilety for the Preservation of Rob-
ert Bloch, edited by Vernon L, lleCain, distribuvted through FAT'4 and
with no perticular regrl-rity and certainly no promptness to waiting

lister=s, <Stencils by licCain. Vimeography by Ted “thite,

Levity is_the sole of wit,

Fairly freqrently I receive queries about thinge th>t heve appe~red
in DINDSIIITE, wanting to "mow who is responsible, Therefore, a <tate=-
ment of policy which I've never gotten 2round to m~kirg before,

The editor takes 211 credit for the vaet bulk of meaterial in the
magazine =nd also, I'm #fr-id, he mu-t take 211 blame, It has

always been my policy to identify the source on anything non-orig-
inal which I may use, Last issue reprecented a slight devir-tion

in that the cover, a Dennis lorton dr-wing which Terry Carr sent to
me on ctencil ~rrived after the rest of the mag-zine was completed

go only the initials TI7 in the corner indicoted source, The only
material which is regul-rly uged from =ny other c=ource ic the Bill
Morse column, A couple of years ago Jack Speer was remonstrating

as to the pointlessness of identifying a2 quote as cominz from Thom=-
as Jefferson, but since even well-known gquotes ~re occessionally
misattributed to some frn who merely hspvened to use them =around
another f-n who wae unf-miliar with them, I think such attribution

is proper, This policy avpnlies to everything in the magazine, includ-
ing interlinestions (though I disclaim respongibility for unconsclous
plagi°risms.? here the interline-tion is not original, its creator
will be credited, when his n-me is known, Vhere I hove no ides of
the eource hrt it ie not originel I put anon, ~t the end of the line
and where I only have a general notion th=t source will 2lgo be
indic~ted, as heldw,

Behind every silver lining there's a cloud, radio
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Qpant of thé Faithtvl

Leader: You con tell your tales of the gods of the Dactesea
Quite potent, =211 mighty, and suchy
You cen mrke the roof ring ag you chant =nd you eing
Of the gods 6f the Belgiane and¢ Dutch,
Zetufiom ITorth or from South, from the Bast or the Vest
The multitudes 211 muet spplaud,
For right down to a man they realize 2nd ectan
Thet Bloch ig the only true Ghod.
Chorue: Yo, BLOCI IS T OILY TRUX GHOD,
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Leader: Oh, I've he-rd in Bombry, when 2 r~jzh's 2t play
ind the eleph~ntec take 2 =~iestszy
Flys and gnate you will find, ne-r 2 bhovine behind,
Taking part in an incect!=s fiest~,
But though Hindus mey f=st, so the flies can repasgi,
We Westerners lnow it's a freoud,
ALl the fang, you will find, =re of only one mind,
For Dloch is the only true Ghod,
(froruss Yoo, JLOCI IS TES CNLY TRUE GIIOD,

Tsaders And the Dhuddists, they g2y, .through the dork 2nd the day
Find their Lellles ~ sight that will sure ple=acse,
) .o mere navel, I fear, will veplace divine bheer,
(Unless it be Gypsy Rose Lee's),
For liquor =2nd ladies lead only to hades
In the dogmas vou meet while ebroad
For it'ec t{rue, =2nd let's face it, they cannot replace it
For 3Bloch is thie only true Ghod,
Chorus: YB4A, BIOCH IF TH. OVLY TRUS GIOD,

Leader: And Mobharmmed's de=cerdants now crave independence,
Want to wege holy war ageinst Israel,
While th ey mey not produce more than one brolken truce
Still they'll menage to spre=d 211 their mis'ry well,
But we gimply ignore (since it is such a bore),
It will venish 25 wholly 2¢ vavde,
For theirs neught in creation like the grand revelstion
That Bloch is the only true Ghod,
Chorus: YEL, DBLOCI I8 THE ONLY TRUE GIOD,

Leacder: Then there is 3Billy Sunday, and come say that one day
- He!'ll Christianize all of the Earth,
But the p-th I foresee would more probﬂbly be
"To collapse in hyeterical mirth,
The revivalist tent mey (to those with the bent)
Produce rapture (with only a prod)
But we find it more pleecsant to get on with the vpresent
While Bloch is the only truve Ghod,
Chorus: Y4, BLOCH I3 TII ONLY TRUZ GHOD.

Leader: You may be oh so sure that the French keep 1'amor,
While Chinese are nuts about drogons,
Germens c¢ling to a monical, and sabpes conic~l,
While Swedeg drink only from flagons,
Japanese like to fly kites, the Stanish heove bullfights,
The Britieh retain "Joan the “ad",
But we lack suverstition, divine intuition
© ° Tells us Bloch is the only true Ghrod,
C“u g: YIL, BLOCH IS THE OWLY TRUEL GHOD,
“ilho steals my purse stepls CaSNsceese
But not much,

1929 WAS & LONG IIPJ LGO

DIDSLITE~-Sufficient interest was aroused by the interlineations
th~t »t least two fans wrote their guesce~ to me directy; so per=
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haps I shonld reveal the snswer, rather then just letting it drongle
in mid-air, as I'd r-~ther intended, One of the suesses (Boyd
Raeburn'e) was correct; all the titles are by Alec Vilder, And in
cose anvene was suspicious, no hoax is involved, Iiveryone of the=ze
is a bona fide musicol composition; I hrve all of them in my record
1ibrary, None have lyrics, though.....they arentt that type of
misic, (Afraid I crn't tell you vhat type music it is....Wilder
defies classification,) It would be interesting to try to figure
just what sort of lyrics would go with a title like "Jeck, This is
Iy Hu~bend" though, =

FIXHISTORY #le--Although I live in Wenatchee, I seldom rerd the local
poper, Inctead I read the SDLTTID TIiLS, This is partly hHecau~ce 1
like their comics, and pertly because I like their columnists, bt
chiefly becausze my favorite paper, the PORTL.ID ORLGOUTaN, is not
syailable here, I normally don':t read their Letters to the Iditor
section, but once in a while when I have a few minutes of my lunch
hour to kill before returning to work I =kim through them. A& few
weeks 2go I read a brief little letter at the end of the column and
thought, "That sounds exacily lile Speer® but even so wag a trifle
surprised when I reached the signcture and found the name John B,
Sveer, Just goes to show that you never know where you 2re going
to stulmhle over fans., Incidentally, I wonder just wh~ot fan tryed
proselytizing the erudite music reviewer, Rob Dorrell? A4 few years
ago, when he was hend ling DOWH 35L.T!'g classical cection (het's now
on the HIGH FIDLLITY gt-ff) he made some reference to musicel 'fen!
and then ~dded in 2 footnote that this was the plural of fan as
coined by -d ence-fiction devotees, The very same lssue of DOV
BEAT, in 2 column of trivia, had a note about =zome Ray Dradbury:
acdentricityv....that he refused to hrve a telephone in his hone,

I believe, Just how Dradbury was connected with things mmsical I
never ¢id figure out.., EIEvidently a nurber of the more modern jazz-
men read ¢tf, howvever, One group recorcded an instrumental titled
191an" a few months back, ~And mbout the come time another group
produced one t tled "Martians Go Home", One reviewer who obviously
is not up on things stfnol nomin~ted this for cleverest title of fhe
year, I wom er if Fredric Brown remds DOV Su.T and ILUTRORONMEE? T
would rend LETROLOIE, if I were he, George Simon devoted w whole
editorial to preising him, once, in 1851, However, he was dlscuss=
ing Brown's detective storiez, not his stf.///Personally, I'm still
waiting for some jo zz group to record "Skiddin' with My shiver Kid"
vs.2nd send an ~utogr-phed cony to L.F,Rugeell,

TAUT. . SY /1. THUR--I'd like to protest the method of computing points
in this poll, This sveterr is =dvanced =g beirng desir-ble because

it gives decided m-rgins. But who decided that decided mrrgins were
desirable? 4And if it's margins you want you'd have gotten even bet-
ter ones by ~lloting 100 pointe to e~ch firet nlace vote, 2 points

to e~ch second vk ce vote, ~nd 1 for e~ch thirld wonldn't you? There
is no foolproof method of reflecting the voters exnct intentions but
certainly orbitzarily throwing a lot of extra points to a first-pl-ce
winner doesn't ¢éo it, TFor instsnce, I have voted HORIZOLS into first
vlace every vear prior to this one, For the first time, I reluctant-
1y dropped it to second and »nut GRUE into first. This doesn't rnean

I think less of JORIZCH3 then I & d before, but only that for the
first time there was a2 mrgazine precert which was ever so slightly
superior to it, An accurate mathem~tical indicator of my sentiments
would prob-bly give GRUI 5 point~ =nd HORIZOI'S 4,9, But, according
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to the irterpretation given it here I like GHUE 2% times as well ng -
I do HORIZOI'S, Of course, tuere's no practical way to go in for fine
shadings but I thinlk the fairest way 2round is to assisn an arnitrory
nurtber of ceotegories in ecci group (five would probably be most prac-
ticarl) ond then give 1 to the fifth-ranker, 5 to the top-scorer, ~nd
the lorical amount for esch in between, Even this tends to pyramid
prob bly more than the voters really intended., Ther may be seversl
Hrillismnt front-rwmners who are much more highly thought of than the
3ulk of the rediocre ores behind but the re iz no convenient m-themet-
icel wny to chow this, Instead, a Warrer (who probably just squeezes
nome aherd of a Grennell or Bogzgs with most voters)& gets co meny
first-plece votesg that even with this method of counting he appears
to be "Pyplﬁce from 50% to 150% better liked than the second-pl-ce
contender,

FIZNDETTA--The line is "The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dogs."
or were you accuretely quotiéng a misguotation by Celkins? Inciden-
tally I wonder how the word backs got t-cked onto the end of ths sen-
tence, 2s quoted by you, I've geen the same thing fairly frecuvently

in the past, but it seems pointless., It 1s redundant and wholly unnec-
essary from the 2lphabeticsl st-ondpoint, also, And it's not part of
the original <entence,///What gave you ine idea thnt ny hebit of dis-
oussing things and people in general terms without identifying the sub-
ject by name was subcon~d ousgsly motivated? I do it deliberctely, forx
much the same reacgon thet “Jarner rel~ted, = few yernrs -~go, thot he
found it impractical to discuss Communism or McCerthylem with the
avernge person, lost people (even highly intelligent ones) =re quite
emotional, They hang tags ~nd labels on things and people and once

the 1e2bel is on it is very difficult to malke them take it off again,

If you try to convince them something is other than they beliewe thelr
minds snap shut =lmost instently and it teokes practically shock tactics
(Like gold-plated proof thet one of their pet notions is comple tely
UTONZ e o2nd that's difficult to come by) to pry it open, =2gain. Sim-
ilarly 1f you are trying to make a gereral point and use a specific
individual of thing to mrke your point, you never know what pet prej-
ucice you may be treading on in that personts mental attitude towerd
your example, Usually they will insist on twisting the conversation
away from the point and =2rgue about some unimportant aspect of thke-
thing you were using only to illustrante a more important point. It's
irriteting and furthermore you don't make much progress., Therefore

I years 230 =2cquired the h-bit of sperking in general terms whenever
possible, Sometimes I wag recounting det-ils I wouldn't want made
public in relation to ang& individual, DBut, usually, I was merely
trying to keep my protagonist (or otle rwise) awry from side igsues:

and with his mind on the point I was trying to mske, Tor instance,

you might differ with me on Zhukov's ponularltv or the path
he would take if he acquired power, TFew people have the control nec-
esgary to bypass it, if they felt that wey, and not insieting on argu-
ing about it, DBut, as it happened, that was auite unimrortant. I was
merely using that as an exemple and the Important question was whether,
glven 2 leader with the qualities I attributed %o JZhugoy, events would
proceed as I predicted, So I did not mention hukov/ﬁntll my point
until my point had been made. Also, using these - tactics, it
is =cometimes poesible that someone may fall to recognize- who- you are-
talking 2bout and you can actually make them see vour point and-ogree
to something which they would never do were they aware of the subject.
Having once accepted it, a re-evaluation is c2lled for when they 1 ind
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learn the identity ~nd reclize they possess two conflicting opiniqns.
Usually it is the *eorlier opinion vhich retrests, It is one of the .
few effective ways I kunow of of usimg logic and re~son to choange a. ..
man's mind, e probebly won't completely sbsndon his ecrlier notions
but 2 st-rt hosbeen made.///Sreer's st-tements in this m2iling on your
'interpretotion! of the constitution merely being quoting it in elishtly
different l-nguv=ge reflects my owm viewg and whet I would h-ve gaid if
Speer hrdn't, Inasmuch ceg 3peer is supposed to be the chief author of
TiXA's constitution I think it pretty well estoblicshes that you did not
do "exnctly wh~t the authors of the constitution wovld h-ve wanted (you)
to do,

GITZI--There have been quite a few comments in the last yenr about a
'Carr-_:cCain fevd'. It's true thot I've disngreed with CGertrude with
fair freouency ~nd at concider-4 e length Tfor the past five yesrs. 3But
I don't think I've done so og consistently or violently (z2nd prob bly
not as frequently) as cuite & few others., I concidered the term a

joke ot first and then ves slinshtly irritoted when one or two FAUansg
appeared to be taking it in esrnest, 3ut I didn't t=ke it particularly
gseriously until ~fter the lart mailing when I received a2 letter from
Gertrude, hergelf, indicaténg thot she also wa~ coming to =ccept that
such a st~te existed., 8o I think a2 public stateient is called for., As
far as I'm concerned, no such 'feud! exiets, I disagree with her on a
fantoetic nurber of subjects; I disapprove of some of her actions, a
few of her personclity tresits, 2nd oeccosicnolly even the way she thinks,
But I hove considerable recpect for other frcets ofher pergonality and
approve highly of her outspolkenness in the rreas in which we =2gree, I
always enjoy reading GILLZTIE and would be gaddened to hove her drop from
FAPA (just as I felt about the loss of Laney, of whom I alsgso disopproved
in many recpects, =2nd with whom I just =sbout =2s frequently Cicagreed),
I've cisagreed with her, with considerable hezt, in print frequently
before h is and undoubtedly I chall continue to do so, I think her
views on many subjects veer dngemusly close to the fringe of totali-
t2rian methods but I certainly would not wont to interfere with her
continuing to express them., Or, to prrephrose Voltzire (or somebody)

"I may disegree wholly with wh~t she says, but I ghall defend to the
death my right to continue c¢isagreeing with her 2t the top of my voice,"

HORIZCIS~-The 'fronk' method seemes to me merely -n unhypocritical method
of hondling a prectice which coan't be prevented, The counstitution
states only that the mag-zine should be 'subet-nti2lly the work of the
member', Thiz phrase is not further definéd, It'=s left up to the mem-
ber to do go, Certainly if the member cite all the stencils and runs
off the mrgezine it ie 'svbstontially! his work, even if he didn't write
the m~terierl, Do you objecct to the fact th~% wost of GXT is not by
Grennell and much of it by non-members? And if none of it is by the
member how are you going to tell whether or not he cut the stencils?

Or is it all right for me to staple Rill liorse's "Letter from London"

in with 3IRDS.ITE as a column, but dresdfully immoral if I stapled it
separately 2nd included it =g a sep-rate mrgazine nomed “"TLetter from
Londen", It is as big as many FiPaizines, Wnat if lMorse should start
cutting his own stencils, You surely wouldn't object if I =till stapled
them in with BIRDSMITH, would you? Well, why would it be any worse if
thie same material were circulated by me independently in AR ? BEven if
it were steptiled by lMorce, I don't run off my own gtencils at, alls,.
any more, you know, And suvpposing you do ban 'franked' meterial. All
that is necessary is for the member and his cohort to put on the mast-
head that it is published and edited by the member, How would you
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counter thet? It's not ~t 211 wnusual for TFiPA to h~nve sub rosa mem—
bers., Lee Jacobe appe~re to becomlng one, rlpht now, JAnd 3ill Mor

is already one, He receives ny entire mailing when I Comolete rov1ew—
inz it, and he contributes regularly to .14 an amount of nmrterisl’

wey cbove the activity recuirerent s, No ore is being deprived of any-
thing thereby, All that heppens is that FiP4 has acquired an 2ddition-
al voice, one that (judgirg froum comments received to drte) meets with
100> approval, Morse doeg not have to wait for several yesrs to become
acqueinted with FiP.. or IYPA with him. It makes for a bigger BIRDIIITH
and thus a slightly bigger FAPA mailing but since large m-gazines are
almost universally applauded gurely no one is complaining about that!
If go, F2BA's mo=t populer m~pazine,GRIE, is going to have to shed

half a dozen contributors, I see ﬂothlng wrong with the franlzing pro-
cegs, unlesgss it is obrzed by distributing moterisl of 1little or no
interest, like the oil comnﬂny comics, And I'm in favor of relying
merely on publicly expressed disspproval to keep those in chéck., I
think it will work, ih .t w~g the only serioug abusge since I've been

in F'A24A, A few yerrs =230 I offered to help make Wrni Dallsrd an
unofflclal merber, I —is ~enfin3 him my mrilings then nd I offered

to circulete his mrgrzines in F.PA with a front-cheet stapled onto

it with two =tencils by me in which I Llated the two of us as 'co-
editore' though it would hove been his megrzine., 4About the same time

I set out to see if I couldn't do, by myself, what othere had done

with help.....th=t i, shochorn myself into an APA without sitting out
the w~iting list and without officially being 2 merber, I did it too:s
of course, I had help,..from Ballard,put he didn't Xnow till it wes all
over what my intentions were, In that cose, egain, we saw tom it that
the S4P8 treasury, the waiting-listers, =and the other members were none
of them to siffer through our actions, Both Ed Cox znd Teter Grzham
misunderstood some of our actions and objected, I expleined more fully
and think I satisfied Cox but I got a letter from Graham full of very
fuzzy reasoning in which he tried to cloim there wes something morally
wrong in even looking for loopholes in the SiPS rules inorder to accom-
plish something its founders hadn't intended, despite the feact thet he
enjoyed an unofficial membershivp in Fil.., throu gh Terry Carr's help,
long before he becrme zn actual nember, It is 1¢onic that this is the
same Grezham who, hﬂving violated the gpirit of the F . PA constitution
and even its over-generous technicalities, is now trying to hold on to
a fraudulent FiPZL membership by getting his cronies to sign a petition
to w=2ive his requirements for lnst year, despite the fact of the long
waiting list, At this writing I don't Iknow ifhe was successful or not
but I think all sigrers of that petition should be censured. With the
wziting list 1ts present size I don't think I'd sign such a2 vetition
even for Doggs, although a2t le~st Boggs contribntions to AL have been
such as to warrant it., But the catch is that it would never be neceg-
sary in Boggs' case, gince Boggs is a conscienscious individual and has
already congidered resigning because of his recent decrease in interest.
But certainly nothing in Graham's history merits extending this sort of
leniency, certainly not now of all times, I have nothing versonal
agrinst Graham but neither do I have anything I c¢:n think of particu-
laxry in his favor, Hieg fannish and FiPish ceréers have both been un-
distinguished (his one cl=im to fame we will toectfully forget)., Ee has
consistently exhibited a lackadaisdcal attitude which led to trying to
get egoboo without doing the necessary work to remp it which othe rs per-
form, There is nothing perticularly wrong with any of this except

that such an individual certainly does not merit the exten-ion of
special favors, especinlly when our waiting liest is badly overcrowded.
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To »ggrovote mrtters, Groham recently ~nnounced his intention of. dolng
the abgolute mlulrum neceseary to maintain kis menbershin..,.. nd for
no vetter reason thon that he'd acjuired newer, more ~tirnctive inter-
ect"o Certainly, at thig voint in F.P4's history such an individual
heardly orccentq & picture of one entitled to anr specizl concideration
<nd I consider it impertinent for him to request it, -nd a sign of ir-
resvongi 7171+j for ¥/l A members to abet him in this ~ttempt., ITotice
that it is a2lwnys the Gr-ohem's 2nd Terdues who slide threough on tech-
nicalities; never the really worthwhile members, (JlCldfmu 11y, the
lates t SLITVRIURINGS ~rrived quite 2 hit later than 45 days ~fter the
arrival of my meiling, although there is no d-~ie on the posturrk,)
Poseibly 2 few of Gr-ham's clorest frierd e like Ceorr and Rike couldn't
avold gigning the petition but there is little excu-we for the rest.
Somthing is seriously wrong if 2 Californis TaPin c-n't be ejected no
matter wiicrt hie 2ctione, eimply becavse all the other Californis fans
coile to his rescue, It zeens to me that this ie a hole in FAPA's conw-
stitution which choulcd be Tlugged. Under the present system there ig
notining to prevent sizteen veorle from bending together to stay members
without any =~ctivity wh-tsoever. Tach gquerter, as four ~re dropped for
non-2ctivity, the other twelve merely ~"br1t four petitions redqresting
activity reqniérementes for thege four be waived, =nd prestol tThey're
back in good =t-nding ~goin., I think it ehould require at lenst =2
majority vote to w-ive ~ny member's reguirements.///I think you are
oversimplifying the 4 tuation when you =i~te that even ertreme popu-
larity wouldn't help a governrent leader who felt like uttering he“ecy.
Remerber, I postulated th-t the lender would hove become supreme, the
most important man in the government, Itl'e an old stfnal cliche, this
bit =2bout the beloved lezder who =zuddenly finds himself cut oIf from
all contact with the people by his evil subordinotes, but I doubt that
it would work in renl life. You spezk of his uttering 'heresy!'. But
whno 1= to determine what ig heresy....egpecizllly in the Communist
world vhere the line i~ conztrntly shifting....and how does it chift?
To reflect the views of the men a2t the ftop in the Kremlin, 1To man would
ever atterin supreme power without a sizable bagis of supvort within the
government, Populsrity with the people would be merely an extra bonus
in euch circumstances, Under such circumstances how would any rival or
any group of rivals mansge to muster the necescary power to cut him off
from 211 public chennels? And who would have sufficient authority to
suppress a speech made by the most powerful man in the government? Sun-
pose it were tried; it muld not bhe kept secret from otle r members of
the government =nd the le~der's loyal supporters would instantly be
plotting the downfall of the supprescsors, And fooling the populace
with the benevolent bulletins, as you visgualize, would not work for
long. There is always a minimum number of people in on such an opera-
tion, Some of them inevitably talk, And rumors stert. 1In a police
state rumors corry much more importence thon in 2 democrrcy and they
can carry plenty of weight here, With a genvine 1y popul v leader 1t
would take very little to arouse the populsce to sugpicion and a hys-
terical demand that the leader be produced in good health, to refute
the rumors, Aand doubles néver bear sufficient resemblance to a really
well-known face to pass cloge scrutiny. Two or three times a year we
see tne rumors start when some Cormunist bigwig fails to appear
in public for a while, 4And the™(tmmunists react; they are by no means
irmune to public opinion, Ixcept in a case like Teria's the official
ig always put on view ghortly efter at some exXtremely puollc function,
I'1l adnit thet, while we don't Imow the trvue facts of 3talin's death,
it avpears thet hic end superficially matches the psttern you describe,
He pw bably was murdered; and the people were fed soothing svrup about
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his lingering illness., 3ut it now hegins to -prerr that Stalin had
terrorized =and elienated 2lmost every other segment of government,. thus
weakengng the bece which suprorted him, It's interesting to recall
that the head of Stalin's bodyguard was announced ag having died five
days before the supposcd date of Stalin's death, 4And, further, despite
the Stelin deification crmpaign, Stolin seems to have laclied genuine
popul-rity with the Russian neople. They eccepted him as a demi-god
and revered and respected bim but do not seem to hnve adored or even
particularly liked him, Notice thint only in Stzlin's home state was
there any partia:lar resentment of the cempaign to tear him down.///
Hollywood's difficulty in m-intasining conies of filme m~ncde in the early
part of this century is dve chiefly to the exmense and trouble of trans-
ferring them to modern film sitock, rother than 2ny undue perishavility
of the present acetate moaterial they use., I understand current stock
should remain good for a minirum of 300 years. 3By that time scomething
much more vermenent should be available, Admittedly the moterial used
fifty ye-rs ago was frogile and izelre-~dy crumbling but the industry
has come a long way since then,///The chief reason why the lie detector
ign't used more cormonly is prob~hly Dbecevse 1t is almost worthless for
any purpose except frightening criminals, There nre cupposed to be
cnly =about three doren men in the country capatle of accurately inter-
preting a lie detector's resulte and I underst-nd they freavently dis-
egree with each other on their interpretations, plus which they admit
(though quietly) that there are 2 number ofways of beating the machine,
I thinlz the courts z2re wise in refusing to cdvance the lie detector to
any official st=tus,«s.bthough I think it i¢ 1lifttle chort of criminzal
thet such genuinely =ccurate scientific tests as the blood tests far
paternity should be lelt up to the whims of a jury, I'm afraid none

of us wao recell that Charlie Chaplin wag vocitively proven inrocen

in the Joan Berry cose end still Il d to wind vp supporting the d ild
can spere much sympethy for Phyllis FBconomou's poor abused little
"yoman vho alwsys pays"., I've read articles which indicete that this
sort of thing is extrerely comwon but, of ®ursce, few cases are as

well publicized as Chaplin's and in manv cases such pogitive proof

of innocence is unavailable, Mot thot proof seems to moke much dif-
ference to the aversge jury. Thev ceem to say "He's a man, isn't he?
Let him pay through the nose," And the nore prosperous and respectable
a man may be, the more vulnercble he is to this tvpe of extortion,
since the real father quite frequently is no lonser around where hends
can be leid on him and, in any case, quite frequently is neither finan-
cially nor cocially the type of fatke r our dewey young mother would
choose to give her new child, Personally, I consider prsternity suits
the most unjustified legal racket since breach-of-promis snits were
ountlawved, If the girl was rnped, she should have gone to the police
at the time, And if she wasn't then che went into it lmowing exacily
what could result.

KLLP YOUiL COTTON PICKIN IATDS OFT MY F ITZINZ--TI think Lee deserves a
salute for clearing up the business of the VAW fund, As all of us

who weére at 211 fomiliar with the fund have known for some time, Shelby
has been done a very serious injustice in the frequent migattribution- .
of credit here, Perhaps I should explain, to those who wondered why-

I (who have frequently expressed my admir~t on for most things Hoffman-
ish) failed to find a satisfactory candidate in the TAFF fund list in
which her name wag included. The chief reason was that Iee was being
plugzed ags the person who almest single-handedly brought Willis over

here in 1952, his not only was untrue but I felt that probably at
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leagt two thirds of the wo tesche received would be for this reason,
There wes also the f-ct thirt Lee had DLeen in-ctive ag a fan for more
than two yeers priosr to her nomination and I feel thot the nominat-
ions should be re-erved for active fans, Since that time Lee hag
begurie active once more and certainly no one could complain on that
score now, but there wes certainly no vay of foreseeing that she would
become ective and I consider the nominatior of inasctive fans to be a
bad practice, eyen if it did tvrn out 211 right in this cese, 3ut my
primery objection is etill in the way the fund is being run and I
still shmll continue to refuse to suypor: it this yeaw,///Tust after
typing the =bove the mail arrived, containing the latest A BAS and
the news that Lee offam ie now Mr~ Larry Shew, Congratulestions,
/ill you now go by the nome of Shirley Sh~w? Alliter-tive, anywrv,

Lo BOLUDEE--T believe FAT43Y is currently preparing a definitive:
series of Buddy Bolcden IP!'s to be titled the "Buddy Dolden Story',
including ten albumg in all =t-rting with "3Buddy Bolcden in New Orleang",
"Buddy Bolden lieets the Prez', "Buddy Bolden Plays Pretty", YBuddy
Bolden South of the Border", "Buddy EBolden Witk 3trings", "Buddy

Bolden Plays Cole Porter", and "Buddy Bolden with Lennie Tristeno,

Or if they aren't yet preparing hhem, I'm sure they will a2s soon as

they think of it,

L.fl~-Treservation is, as everyone knows, =n irreverent reservation,
0T a Place whers impious Indisns live,

ZHLOTS. M~-I'm hurt that you should doubt the bona fides of our sup-
plie=, Just as "Bloch iz %the only true Ghod" so, also "Ghod is the
onty true Blod .," DPlense m il th-t 350,000 check immedi-tely. I reed
to pa2y my income tex, //Just Phyllorsophising was a delight throughout,
this time, I wish I were =till editing - generalzine so I could =gk
you to do a column, for me,

PO0-~~"Th~t ever gave you the ides I considered you unfit timber for
E., On the contrary I consider you, Zconomou, =2nd Raeburn to be
by f2r the most wort'nh ile infusion of blood FAP.. has had in some
time,..since Grennell, mebhe,

R.IDLING T P--Like you, I bhegdin to feel mnessy when in the presence
of more thon two other people ~t a time, I think th-~t perhaps it is
becaure too meny rondom factors are thrown into the equasion with so
many individuals, In the pre=ence of one or two other individuals I
¢c*n ugvally keep frirly good control of the situetionend, if I wish,
guide 1t into whetever charnels I wish, 3ut ahove thet number it is
nc longer practicnl and there is no wry of knowing what may result,
Deing a pown of f-te was never my idea of the w-v to spend the sume r,

STEM.UT. SY--T endorse CGremell's words on grade-skivoing 100%. I don't
know whet my life would haove bcen like had I been 2llowed to proceed
through grode and high cechool in the nermrl 12 ye~rs but it certainly
would have bteen far different and I ihink I would h~ve been much bet-
ter off, There are meny things I dissporove of in my marents methods
of child-reising but none o much as in their encour-gement of their
chiliren's grade-ckipping (I'm one of seven & ilcren =2nd each of us
gkioped one grode, and three of us skipved twice),

Fotice ta~t 1t took me nine peges to get through the Ite in my reviews,
end finished the re<t of the =lphabet in one page? This lost poge wosg
mostly cut Z4 hours l-ter than the others. 1y apologies to everyone
whoce mrge come l-te in the alvhabet, htut I guess I just wasn'it in the
rocd, today,.



Bill liorse's LITTER FROM LOIDON

In London tod=y, there are roughly fifty the~tres still retain-
ing their origin=l grondeur and still vsed for their original purrose
of providing stage shows of varying interest 2nd morole, Jls a gen-
eral rule, vou could say tlhat (=t any time) I have scen fifteen of
the current offerings, wiich is not bad going for a men wilo sypends
long periocde out of the city each yerr, and I remoin a f~irly con-
stant thertre-gouer hec~une I like the additional air that a trne
stze givesy mostly due to the fect that the limitations of the
stage as comprred to the screen confine the imsgination of the
playwright, eliminating any tendency to highflown tediousnessel,
Olivier can make a smell ctoge extend to the ends of the earth,
while some film actors of uvnhappy memory cen mnke the Dynamic Frame
geem like a much reduced and out of f cus photo on the bocl: page of
the D2ily Ljirrcr,

At the time this is being typed, I could not recommend more
than five of the Pplays running - thot does not include musgicolg,
which do not attroct me overmmich - and the le-ding orne is one which
has been rnning siince mid-1954, It mwoy core =28 a surprice to you
to le~rn th~t this is an fmerican coredy, and o gentle comedy, at
that: The Teahouee of the aAucust iloon, I've seen it five times,
twice with the girlfriend of the rorent, once with relations who
were visiting London and wonted to be given the treatment, and twlce
by myself juet becavse I 1liked 1t. There is comething so essen-
tinlly likeable 2hout it, and equally so egsentially Amerfcan
that it exercisces a fascination on me equalled so far only by Les
Sylphides and Disney'~ Fentasia, That is a motley bunch, no doubt,
and amtteur psychirtrists will posgibly be tempted to make deduc-
tions from it - I'll be interested to hecr any th~t may be mede,

The fact remring thet Terhonse is pleying to an enormous
business; first to the regulrr theatregoers of London, then to
the American servicenen and the seasonsl visitors from Stoteside,
anéd tihen to the Tinglish vprovincials ags they visit the c-pital, Not
only that, but they are going ag~in and again, in the s~me m nner
and for the same re=sons 28 nyself, It is on 2ltbgether delightful
pley in which some r-~ther Pogo-like islanderg most politely avoid
beins Civilised by the Forceg of Democracy by continuing to be
themselves and end by vinning the occuplers over to their own way
of litfe, Tlie mere foct theot in this case the occupliers are the US
Army has 1ittle bhe-ring on the matter, since the Armed Torceg of
almost =2ny country beheve in pretty much the same way, and it may
even be thnat the pl-v ig enhanced by the foct that the nominal hero
is a guite definitely recognisable model of the "nice quitt PLEASANT
Americon boy" who spreads the gospel of the 4americ-n way of life far
more effectively than any number of Ambzsge~dors,

I hope to gee it 2t le~sgt once more before it comeg off - and
go far 25 I lmow that will not be in the imnediate future.

Vhat looks like being the film of the verr ig Olivier's version
of Richerd III, I've not seen it yet, but the reviews are with him
to a man, which is the most encouvraging sign; because the most
carping of them con find no greater fault than the fact that Oriv-
ler lias done some editing, When a critic has to descend to suvch a
manoeuvre, then obviously he has no fault to find whotever, but is
alraid of loseing his corefully builtup reputation of The Poison Pen,
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- I reecall, in 1945, how Olivier took the O0ld Vic The~tre Company
0n a2 tour of the Army sre~c in Turope, I vas 2t Luneburg -t the time
he =~pre~red in Ismburg, and we thought th-t it would not be too much
waste of 2 Satnrd-y afternoon to drive in the Humber up to see his
version of Richirrd III on the condition thrt we would =11 woli out
1f it were not wo to snuff. I hod the imprecscion, before the lights
in the 2uvditorium were dirmed, th~t 2 good 80/ of the andience Tpres-
ent wvere like vs, coldierz with time to Xkill, bored to tesrs with
life 25 an occupying force, 2nd intent on geiting our money'~ worth
(the show was free, 2ctually, but we had the vnaying audience atti-
tude) or chowr our digapprovrl, e didn't have lonz to weit to le-orn
th~t we were going to be entertained in = monner that most of us had
never incgined in our wildest dre~ms; Olivier took us right away from
Germany 1945, 211 the way bncl: to England in the 1470s and 1480s.
Thiere we "were, looking on ~vellbound a2t hictory - the mere fact that
sorie of us doubted the volidity of the theme was unimportant - and
there we st-yed until the end, “echuce Olivier h-os the touch of the
magter, bringing coch rep-r-te menber of the sudience into his per-
sonel confidence to the extent th 't he feelg he ¢tonds right becide
him, looks over his choulder, 4nd vet, ot the same time, there is the
inpression that thies i= corething more than the truth, this is a
gorceror conjuring up figures to go tihrough actions which, though
past and dead, =till live on in time for those who h-ve eyes to -~ee,

After the final c¢crrt-in fell, Olivier zpreT ed alone on the
stoge, ot the footlighte, “Jithin fifteen second the entire auvdience
wag standing, =2nd we were yelling ourselve~ hoarse, Ye kept him there
for a full ten minutes, 2ll by hirself, belore the orchestra shut us
up by playing the Natioral inthem, I think that is 2 record for any
show I ever saw 2s a Serviceman,

I am now told thnt the film is on a level with the play, so
quite obviously by the time you read this I Bhall have seen it at
le~st once, You, I believe, will be seeing it on Television - how
lucky con you get? I only " ope, for your sakes, th~t the ~ccents
are not too blood~ British for words (I find some of them a bit much,
myself, 2t times) becruece the thing must besgar deccription by any
man without » Roget'se Theszorrus to h-nd, =nd mine is sorie 150 miles
aways .

One other film - "The Lodykillers" - Llec Guinness, Absolntely
top form,

I seem to recall mrking <ome r-ther wild and sweeping predictions
on the form~tion of Iden's CGovernment. lio=t of them, I am delighted
to see, hit the m-rk. Iow th-t the rechuffle has sccurred - and by
no meniis before 1t wre due, there ~re one or two things which deserve
wmwent,

Butler, the llonevman, is now in the no-ition of Grev ZIminence,
the great ® -ordinctor, In his -loce we hove Iacuillen, the man who
wonted to h-ve hi=s owvn Toreign Tolicy, a1d who left the Foreign Offi ce
vnwillingly. I get the irypression that hic budmets will beer his own
stemp, 2¢ did hie diplomecy - forthright -nd =lightly he~vyhrnded, To
the Foreign 0Ifice goes Iir Selwyn Llord, whom vou may h~ve seen on TV
~t Ul Headguartere, 2d he e ig a recl e2ft-t-~1ll:ing sroothie, I sow
him once on a Tress Conference over TV, in which he frced = really
h~rd bunch of nevremen who flung some of the most welghted and barbed
questions =2nybne ever h~d. His performance was a work of 2rt, because
he went thwough the motion~ of vveighing un eoch question, considering
an anewver, then leaned Torward urh-nely and began:
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"Jell, vou muct remember that this needs to be put in its proper
perepective before it c~n be viewed ~ccur-tely"......g01ing on to give
2 short ~nd instPuctive corrent on something entirely different, . It
was reason~bly obviovs th~t he hod gone to the Conference with = 1list
of snbjects which he intended to cover, ~nd recheped each que=tion so
th=2t he could ruswer it with 2 prtyline dissertation. Not only that,
none of us realiged this until, ~s they f-ded it out, we sot Db-ck and
asked each other just whet we had le~rned. Answer: zero, Irom the
expre~=ions on the faces of the questioners, they were in e sgimilar
position, dazzled by the brillisnce of this exhibition to such an
extent thot they were un-ble to reanlise th~t they h-od been completely
foxted. &g I s2id - a real soft-t2lking smoothie., Since he does not
grently admire the Communist line (his was the comment "dig thot
broken record") I have hopesthet he might try some of thi- cmoothness
on the bunch in the IZremlin, for certainly it deserves f~r better use
than pyrotechnics over televieion, Vhatever the result, it will hove
been worth watching - I wieh he could give me some lescons, for when
I om out with the girlfriend,

On the Jther zide of the Houre, IMr Attlee has been tr-nelated to
the Lovrds, as Larl 4Lttlee, Thot is typical enough of the man - no
location for the title, /L milit-ry Lord uvsually trkes ~ locotion of
his m2jor victory, such ~g liontgouery of Alamein, AleXander of Twnisg
political peers usvally get there by devious e 2ns, and normally
ch~nge their nome~ ~ltbgether, <o th2t n -one rerlices theot Lord
Chandos wrgs originnlly the Oliver Lyttleton who went in for high-
handed trectiient of the Africens when he wre Colonial Secret~ry ("I
a1 delighted to be colled incensitive"), Thewre ~re¢ 0212 or two others
whose nrries were chrnged to ~void -n investigrtion, ~lmozt, ~nd on
whom I would prefer nct to comment lest I get booked for libel, There
was a moest unfortunate Foreign Iliinister curing the thirtics, -nd some
even more unfortun=te fmbasgsadors, 2and none of them coulcd be recog-
nised from his title todry. The rule is: if you don't remnember the
neme, perhops the f~ce will, after all, e femiliar, Tarl SLttlee is
the exception, who has no need to be ashamed of his record 28 2 lPar-
lisamenterian, He gove it as his view thet hie gre~test achievement
was thie 1lndependence of Indis, and the gre-test moment in his life
the dey 1nl945 when he won his own election, and both of those
are things for a man to be proud over, Ile goes to the Lords with the
best wiches of us all, end there he will meet the Lord Choncellor, who
vags once Sir David liaxwell .Fyffe, the other of my "two honest men" in
Commons .

In his pl-ce, we h-ve Ir Ifugh Gaitskel)l, =0 rbhorred bf lr
Aneurin Zevan, Mr Caitelell is ~omething of the ~sme brond ~g his
predeceesor, in heing from 2 class which does not uvsually produce
Sodi alist MPs, ~nd in the possestion of an 2cid tongue when required,
He is, however, not exactly like, only simil r, 4Attlee wos always an
unagsuming leader, wherve Gaiteliell c=2n he cpectra lar wvhen the mood.
fits him., If You can imogine a2 middle clags Socialist who, ~t the
same time, hatés all appezrence of Communisn, vou have =2n 1ldea of his
angle; he is as sincerc inhis beliefs as any menber of his party,
perhaps more so than many, and proctised what he prezched when Chan-.
cellor of the Exghequer. Ilis thme wn- auzterity, and he lived- it
almost to the extent of the man who-e steps he followed, 3ir St-fford
Cripns, He was the logic2l choice from 211 yointe. of. view, being -
eighteen yeare younger thon the old favorite, Herbert lorricon, while
none of the Socialist ITs had any hopes for Bevan really, given the
straight choice and the final vote was Gait-lell 157, 3evan 7C, Ior-
riron 40, Veirb.Sap.
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Later that day, in 2n interview with 3BC TV, Mr G-it=kell alloved
&s how he felt hunble znd ~orta proud (honest!) before going on to
pay 2 gpecisl tribute to Iierbert I'orrison and vpointedly omitting to
mention the massive 2nd noi~y 3evan. On +the vhole, considering the
motley bunch they had to chioos=e from, I Ao not see what elsze ths Labour
IPs could heve dore, Fov long he lagts, of cource, depends on how.
ctrong a grip he can exert, -nd lhow much the old sgolidarity of the
doctrinaire veterans will clip from surrzort of Bevon, a support which
is now based more on a combin~tion of gsentiment ~nd vigheadedness than
on any merit of the elsim n,

Sentimnent ploys tos damn hig a prrt in life these days; it seems
to be 2n integr~1 nart of democrscy, =znd if 2llowed to get foo fimm a
kold on the populace could be uced by the more clever politicians asg
the mechenism of mob rule, There isg, after 211, some congiderahle mer-
it in the old idéas of dr-ty, 2nd we night do w rse than bring those
ide~s bocl: out 2g2in and dust them off ready for use as and when re-
quirec. 1 look askance ~%t the attitude which says "Oh, yes, I real-
ize that thue and thus ie the only proper way to beh-ve, but it is so
much nicer to do it this way in-te~d." It usually boils down to doing
what one wvante to do =2nd then blaming everyone else when this action
tebounds 2nd causes personal inconveniznce for gre-~ter than would heve
occurred had the proper vey been followed., Rether like a spoiled and
selfish child, in fact, without the s=2ving grrce tht the child lnows
rno tetter,

That is why I wag not too survri-ed ~t the foof~raw which roared
up vhen our Princess llargoret decided that she would remain single a
while longer. No heppy ending =2 1la soap ppera, no wedding bells 2nd
condyfloes mugic a la Dicney, ‘hen you get down to a cnreful and
disvassion-te consideration of whot she micht h~ve done, it is fairly
obvious th=at she acted perfectly in charncter =2nd verfectly correctly;
the mere fact th-t it wae not a popular =2ction does not maks it the
wrong decision, though thot is a fairly common attitude. Look at it
this way: the lady profesres a devout belief in the teaching of her
church, a2nd the church terchds that divorce is to be avoided on the
basi of its reference book, the Bible, 1If, then, the lady is consid-
ering the idea of mrrrying a divorced man, she must a2lso consider that
such an action will be tot~1lly in the oprosite direction of her beliefs,
Nov, wvhether or no you helieve in the Chrieti-n church, in this case
the 1=2dy certainly does., If ¥ou have n way of life of vour own which
you have evolved from vour own experiences and principlesg, then stort
to alter it and sildetracls 2s -oon as it becomes the le~gt inconvenient,
hen you do not really helieve in th-~t way of life but only prate about
an etiiic, which makes you = thumping big hyrocrite,

S0, rrofessing a bhelief in the Christi~n f~ith, the Princess had
to follow ite princi;les or depart from it =2ltogether. There were, of
course, other possibi litier, She could h~ve spoken to the Nueen, whe
is the titular head of the Anglican church, ~nd the Jueen could have
mecde sufflcient moves to hove had the church low ~ltered, 2nd everyone
vourld have Dbeen hepoy nd evervone would blege the lrchbirhop of Can-
terbury, and beam at everyone else, thinking how marvellous love is,
and how e~csily cupid c2n smooth the vath of truve love, 2nd so on.,-aa
1ib, 2d nauseom, :

WVithin =1ix weeks the first murmuvrs would kegin., "Ah, of course,
Sid) could get the 1l~w ~2ltered., She's the Tueen's sister. - Butwhen
Gertie ~nd me tried it, they turned uvs cdown i1ike a short. 'Course, -
me and Gertie =2in't living together no more, but its all the s-ne,
ain't it? One law for them and another one for us,.," This I'll swear
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to, knowing my fellow men., Iot only that, but "me and Gertie" have
not set foot in = church ~ince they were ten, and if they h-2d been
accerted and married, they'd not have ~et foot in a church again,

Two things h-~ve come out of the whole sguabble, and one of @hem
ies quite simple., The group Captin will never be =ble to call hlg goul
hiw own for =s long as he lives, Mothers with an eye for -n eligible
bachelor will list him ~s being the most desirable of them oll for
their deughters. If he does marry, there will be speculaotion rg tg
the extent of his love for the Princess, and if he doesn't there will
be speculations as to how he gets on without the comfor@s gifivlgiomeyy || I
he getes promotion in the RAT there will be slv little hlpts thet per-
haps he was helped up by his highborn acquant-nces, aond if he dogsn‘t
it will be becouse of jeolougy among the hierarchy of the Promotiocn
Board,

The othecr ig th~t the Press isg esagily 2= gutterish as I suggested
some months 2go, The Preg~ Council, in ite lest report, expressed a
pious surprise 2t the ottitude of the general public to the Press as
a whole; a purcly hypocriticnol surprise, wnlegs they are even more my-
opic than I thought. It should be f-irly obvious to anyone with the
eves to see th~t the Lnzlish newspapers are doing their best to improve
circulation, and catering for the lowest intelligence, rather than for
the aver~ge (though th~t is low enough, Lord knows) by the usual and
full busted methods, 1Indeed, there has already been an imolication
the Group Capt=in Townrend is consolindg himcelf with snother lady of
title on the Continent, b-sed on the fact that he rides her horses at
Steeplechaszes, If that were true, what s lovely 1life a professional
jockey could lead if he confined his riding to ct-bles owned =nd oper-
ated by femrles - always provided he could =t-na the comnany of the
ladies, who appear offensively horeey in menner and (often) in fe~ture.-

For me, the British Press stinks. There are one or two exceptions,
naturallv, since there is no =uch thing ~s on inflexible rule in rartic-
ular, but I avoid mos® of the outpourings of the yellowboys, ~nd get my
news from 33BC, The Times, and Time mag-zine. For anything elgse, I must
rel” on reliable corresponderts, and McCain g-ve me the impetus to set
dovn my owvm viewes on the Prince=s and her romance by a casual-geeming
stotement to the effect that Americans exvect an American style and
standard of conduct from everyone else throughout the world.%% I think
1f we 211 beh~ved in exactly the s~me w~y under all eventualities, a
hell of a lot of zest would digsappe-r out of life, There would be no
opportunity for saying "I wonder whot the seeeeves.os Will do about
this? Will they blow their tops as thev did last time, or take it in
stride as they did the time before?" No-one is ever truly predictable,
unless you could get his life hi~tory, minute by minute and engram by
engram, feed the whole lot into an Zniac 2nd po~tulite an occurernce,
Even then there wuld be tl'e idea of r-ce-remory to t-ke into consid-
er~tion, before you could be ~ure of Xnowinr what would be the reaction
to the occurrence cvggerted.

I think it might be reacon-ble to consider the idea of ro.Cce-menmory
as 2 Possibility rather thon as 2 writer's dre~m. The mere frct that
moet animals live by in-tinct of =vecies while man has +to learn lolpiaac Al RN
and error doe~ not gurrantece that he h~s no memories of behavior, and
I hove alwvays felt thot this is a more r~tional explanation of the
experiences which, down the ages, have been the bagis of many theories
%+ In self-defense, let me point out th-ot I was not endorsing the idéda,
merely citing a2 ~kbknomenon, and have since pointed out to Morse that
thies is a trait common to 2lmost every nationality. -~ v.l,m,
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of re-inc~rn-~tion. “/hea you con-ider the number of impnlees which’
are ﬁlrecdy in the child ~t birth, it is not too hord to assume that,
sorlewhere in the Dbocl 0f2ll th-t moss of memory tissue, there shonld
be 2 portion which is reserved for the memories of the predecessors,
Thig is, presunrbly, wvhat Hubbard w-oe getting =t with his later the-
ories of Scientology, thoug” he may have exsgger-ted a little in his
estim~tes, Unfortunately for me (or perhaps not, according to taste)
I never got ne=r Dienetics, let alone the later worlk, which was 1 iced
'way out of my reach when it firet arrived in this country in U3
editions, I spent my time reading such erudite works 2= FOGO and ILD
whenever available, with occasional sidetracks into IIG (there are
quite a few good bHooks on the subject on both sides of the Atlantic
capable of making the reader interested enough to miss a night's
sleep) and even Stf from time to time, The trouble is th 2t the Golden
Ye~re of Stf are coming f2st to 2n end - there are those who. feel tlkey
ended some time ago - =nd there is as yet nothing properly evolved
from it sufficiently to fill the gap, I think thot is why the anthol-
ogieg <ell so well esch year, >nd I extend my love and affection to
Judy llerrill and Groff Conklin and the otherg for the work they put
into entertaining uvue, and giviaz me something else to do in addition
to the Tires crosswvord nuzzle.

The arrivwa 1l of cormercial TV has made little difference to my
way of viewing, first bhecaure we have no TV set in the home, and sec-
ondly because the aver-fe Sergeants' liess has only a single-band set
or very wisely remainsg without the additional sntenna required for the
extra band reception. On the whole, I've no great interest in extend-
ing my viewing beyond one or two of the more interesting vonel gmes
and the BBC's none-too-frequent orchestral concertse, TFrom time to
time the BBC has put on serials on Saturday nishts, and they have man-
aged to hold the suspence very well, including the two Stf stories of
Profe_ssor Qu-term~ss and his 2dventures, Otherwise there is only
Sooty the Bear, Give the BDC their due, they even let down their hair
so far ag to eacquire a BRL Dagmar for one of thie chows, but this one
had less acting talent and more astounding measurements, It ma2y per-
haps be a coincidence thot her first nsie is the same as Marilyn lon-
roe's real name - llorme - though liarilyn c~n act, given the opportunity.

On the other h-nd, the BBC al¢o produced another phenom,, a 1ittle
Irish girl with pleintive features, 2 pleintive little voice, and a
repertoire of plaintive 1little songs, 2nd she =ells them by the mil-
lion, ifteen ye~-rs ~go e h»d Vera Lynn, who sang s2d songs and
looled/°1ncere 25 all get out: now we hove Rubv lMurray who sings =ad
soings ~nd looks even more =incere. I cup oce there is a moral there,
some where bDut I'm not sure I zpnrove of it, Doth of them sing very
nicely, hit 211 the risht notes at the right times, =2nd c-n coarry a
tune very well; Vera Wos sufficiently self-possescsed to he a2ble to.
star in a Couple of percon~lity films; Ruby looks o wvorried as she
sings th~t I often wonder if she will finish her sonz before getting
discouraged and giving it up. She loolis just like the kid sister of
the girl next door talking to her dolls, or perhaps o e r even yowger
brother in his cot, =

In contrast, we have a big buxom bernming lass called Alma- Cogany
who puts 1life 1nto every thing she repordﬁ and she records a- 1ot~ If
you meet her cosually in the street v she is not conceptrntlnb, =he
1s by no means good looking - rather like = younger, fatter, darker. -
Shirley booth - but when the music starts and she prenees out on-the
st~ge, she positively r-~diatesthe sunshine of a sparkling personality,
complete with dirples, twinkling eyes ~nd flashing teeth, She 1s
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usually described ac the girl with thke l-ugh in her w ice - to me it
counde more 1ike o gurzle of delipght at everything that keeps th
world going round, ; .

Strengely enough, neither Ruby nor Alma have been noticed in tke_
n¢ghtsnote with or without escort exce .t on a sgtrictly business bhutils
of appecrance ~s on entertainer, Bot1 of them live at home with Ilom,
-mich is the of7icizl custom the~e days, after all ol

then Larth2 IIitt apre~red here for a brief valt the other wee?,
I wes trying my dermedest to find an excuse tc be 1in Loadon. 1Mo use
~t n11: I had to be co:tent with seeing her appearance on ITV, which
meant a special effort since the only person of my =2cquaint-nce who
hoe a set cop-~ble of receivindg i1t is not really in my regular circle,
His wife, howvever, took pity on me and I basked in the cold light of
the only woman who cm make me enjoy icy suudders going up and down
my <pine, If 2ll reports are true, she had herself quite 2 time, see-
ing all the usual =zighte and then getting out into the less popular
areag ags well, ot only thrt, she probrbly experienced the worst
ez ther we have h~d for almoet a2 ye~r, Vaat more ®uld we do for
~nyone? I hope siie comes back agrin soon, You Jever .MOW,,...we could
arrange for her to watch criclket this summer, or she could come and
look at my collection of frngzines.,

Only a few weeks ~go, T wallked into the AnteRoom of this less and
gaw on the mergezine t~bHle o heap of mages which turned out to be the
becst p2rt of the M/PA meiling no, 72, Vithin 48 houvre I had sbstroncted
the whole darmed lot ~nd was delightedly re~ding them as an alterna-
tive to the compiletion of my current monthly report of official
activity for my Lords ond ilirsters in Alr Ministry, Iluch more fun
and f~r more attroctive reading, bec-ure the official report has to
be in the type of langurge thot those up there can undercst-nd, and
ththeir jorgon ig almost 2= esoteric as thot of any teen-ge group.

Can you imesgine the type of mind which prefers the phrase "inadequate
agcentional velocitiee" to "slow climbing espeeds"? So help me, that
is a truve inst-nce, 2nd I covied down the full title of the hzndbook
which containse 1t, complete with chapter and verse to prove that I
was not kidding,

To d~te, a careful syztem of questioning hag friled to identify
the Szm~ritan who trovided the TFop-zines, ((Ed. note: Me,..comeone
was ovening Morse's mnil,)) I Lnowall the regul-r Stf recders and
members of OF in this lless, »nd none of them are in any other way
actifen, so the thins remains a mystery. It is prob~H y the same
© ar~cter who dropped = pile of b-ck icsues of Tire on the sane t-ble
some months before., I'¢ read them all, my=elf, co thic time had ne-
cruse for l-rceny. I wonder if he will be drop ing any baseball mag-
azines next? I'm well up with PAGO, now thot =re have full avail-bil-
ity in the UL, =0 unle~s he con ﬂiford Dequire, I'll continue hoping
he is a b~llg~me f=n, There ig always the vo-:-ibility th ~t he is the
USAF Top-kick who is the derling of one of our femrle Sergesnts. here,
I must ~dmit, but I hordly feel that he iz up to such higheclass stuff
as thot, Jny suggecstions? I flatly refrse to believe in telekmneqls
vet, =0 don't try th-t one. Ah'm frum hlS?OUTl.

In August of this ye-r I terminnte my R.LT service of ten yenre.,
“hich followed cloge on gix and a half in the Army, - On the whole.,
though I did really enjoy most of it, I =hall not be corry to see it
all over, more especially this last few yerors since my return from ...
Canade. “/hen I joined in 1946, I had been fired by the idesls of. a -
Chief of 3taff who w-s doing more than just utter pl-titude-~ about the
kind of Air Froce he wrnted: he was getting it built. The trouble
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ie he retired in 1920, Since then the awful inértia of High Blaces has
hung round our necls to suvch an extent th~t the whole thing has come to
a grinding h~1t, I'm not happy under the circumst-nces, being etern-
ally edgy unless I am actually progreszing in some specifieé direction,
preferably as the strawboss, Admittedly the time come when I tend to
think wistfully of the little white cottrge with roses round the door
and the girl of my dreams ineide weziting; the point is thaot I do not
fency the cottoge if it is goinz to be 2 Service iarried Tuarter, since
they are too immcrmonent to be a home as oppoced to a house, I don't
¥now vet where I'll be going when this yerr ends, nor what T'11 be
doing, who will be with me; all I 'now is thet 1t chould be intercst-
ing to find out whi~t there is to offer in wvhet reunains of the Britich
Empire, either in America (¥ or 38), Africa, or Oceanin, It also shonld
be interezted to find out how I'l cope with the raw and wicked life out
in the grest big wide world away from the comforting (?) arms of the
Air Froce. I only hope (ot the moment, anyhow) a2t it will be within
the law, Tor a further inst-lment, see our next lgsue,

All right, so the Yanks lost the Serieg l=gt year, Vait'll this

The Other I'andom

The ~bove was, I believe, the title of the littie plece by walt Willis
in a2 1950 SLANT (#49?) wvhich first indicated that gentleman's humorous
genius to me., Prior to thot I had considered Burbee the epitore in
such things,

For those of you who missed, or don't recall, it it set out to
prove that there wes a vast hidden group of superfans (Willie called
them tendrilless fans) who ¢ rried on a f-ndom completely hidden to
us more mundone ones

Since then there hqve been many reierences, usually in British
fanzines, to (other' fandoms, of which perhops the most popular has
been streetcar token fandom., Thece are visuallzed as being made up
of devoted followers, amsateur pubdblishers, completist collectors, his-
torians, experts in fannish psycholozy end all the rest which we see
in our own microcosmos,

Actually, I doubt if many fans have ever seriously considered
thet there might be other type fandoms devoted to other fields and
functioning like stf fendom., FPoesibly because science fictilon fandom

has so 1little to do with s&éience fiction. .bout the only close parai-
lel lies in the Belker Street Irregulars, a small group of devoted
admirers . of 3herlock liolres in New York City. This group

is composed primerily of professionnls of one type or another in the
detective field ~nd ite activities are much more limited and its
membership far more exclueive than in our fandom,

I suprose there prob~bly never will be any othle r fondom which- .
functions quite like ourg; aur fondom, actually, could more accur-iely
be termed avjay frndom than <tfandom since most of ite most werthwhile
activities 2re centered around smateur publishing., Few other hobhies
are apt to apeal to a large enough group of verbally oriented people
for the phenomenon to bhe duplic-ted,

But in the past yerr, I've discovered a surpricingly similar
version to the f-ndom we know, which hag been operating for many years
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and khars a very firm foundstion, .

It is record collecting fandom, This should not he confuced wi?h
Jazz TanCom., It is ftrue thnat jazz interests dominate record collecting
forndom but oniy to about the extent that an interest in ccience fiction
ig dominent in ouxr fandom. There are mony side brenches and par~llel
tracks end meny have completely 2bendoned the main one, Also 'jazz
fardon' ie sone thing else entirelyv..,...,it covlid be s2id to include
every Jjazz enthusic=t,...or at le~st every extreme one, 1ozt of thez
probably purchase records but they cannot hHe snid to be record collectors
in the pure sence gince it ig probsbly merely a sideline to their mein
interest, Tzke a2 tyvnicol example 1n our midet,...l'r. Lee Jrcobs, who
hes just about quit W yimg records because he'd rother gpend ths nmorey
attending live performances, OFf cource, Zeogravhic location has a2 @ od
de~l to do with the choice (2 little more live jazz is performed in Los
Angeles fshan in Jen~tchee, Yasghington s2y) but beyond thot there is a
fagcinntion to the collector in records for their own sake. Thus he
is far more interested in digging up & rare scratchy old record made
25 yerrs ~go by come artist than in purchasing the same tune in a zuver-
hi-f1 performance vecorded six monthz ago by the same artist on Lp, even
though the new version mey be 2 better performance and possibly coet
less,

Ls most FADPins nlreadv Lnow, I hsve heen collecting records for a
good many ye-rs 280, I didn't pose for the portrait in the zbove para-
graph, IIy interest 1l¢ primerily in the mu~ic and I don't c-re what
form it 2pve~rs in so I c-unot be said to be an extreme exemnle, How-
ever I do qualify to the extent that I ~m 2 completiet on rmost artiste
I collect, old rare records do heave a fascination for me, and I will
willingly take a sonically inferdor performance if it ic the hest I
can obtain, IHowever, I never t-ke 78's in trefereice to LP'es of the
seme thiag, nor do I prefer the original issue to a more recent 78
reissue in better condition,

I strrted my collection in my teens, buying pop records. This wes
in the exclusively 78 days. Gredually my taste veered towerd Jjazz,

1e balance swinging toward the jazz side jucst obout the time IP's first
appezred, With IP'es for the Ffifst time I found it nractical to buy and
listen to serious music so I ceme to buy it in sbout 21/4 ratio to Jjazz,
However, serious music becre no import-nce in the rert ofthis history

so we'll Torget ~ut it from here on out, I buy the cla~sics only on
new ILt's, ~

In 1951 I switched entirely to IF, I retoined 78's I w2s inter-
ested in in v~gue hope of eventually puttims them on tape or revlacing
them with IP's (a very lorge percent~ge of the 78's I then owned hrve
now keen so repl-ced), TFor 2 while I filntly refrzed to purchase any
78's, for any reason, and only re uctantly would I Tuy 45's, Then in
late 1952 two things occurred, TP'sg mppenrred, making 45's much more
paletable and I wos tempted sufficiently thot I bhroke down =nd rurchased
a bunch of rare old Duke Tllington 2nd RDillic Tclidoy recordings on the
Blue [ce bootleg label which issued only "8!s, TFrom thas time, my doom
was se~led,

I was on the rosd ~t the time and soon I wos scurrying through the
dustier stock in ecch record store in eszch towm I worsed at, I tu®ned
up some very interesting items 2nd my 78's were increasin rapPidly... e
too rapidly concidering the extra spoce they corrumed and their fragil- '
ity.

Then, =g I mentioned in an e~rlier issue of BIRCSLITI 2 couple of
years ago I wos enticed into starting to purchrse acet-tes from two
firms who had vast suprlies of music~1l nerformances never isstved on
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commercizl recerds, These were taken from v rious SOUTrCES, ... .r2dio’
progrriis, film souncd-tracks, concerts which hoppened to be recorded,
trenscriptions, V-diecce.....in frect, I loter learned thet each could
anc would also eu nly me with ncet-~te copies of almost any commercial
recorc. ever relessed on ~ny label in any country, if I wished to name
i%. These copies were both more expensive and of inferior quality to
tlie cormercial recordings but where unaveilc-ble otherwigse they suf-
iiced,

Alresedy I had become a for-gone collector, Then, just =bout =2
year ago I took the decisive step, There are three m-jor jazz magg-
zines, DOVl ZL.T, the biggest and most prospérous, covers the whole
Jazz field, IEATRONQIE specizlizes in the modern and eXperimental
field. The third one, TIZ DLCORD CIIAIGER, heos always concentrated
on trrditional jazz., 1low I've recd %oth ithe first two with fair
regulerity for the prst ten years =nd frequently had csubecript ions
to one or both, But only once had I ever ceen s copy of the RZCORD
CLLNCGIR, It was a slim, cride little magn zine and looked comple tely
tninteresting, At the time I was just edging into jazz and my
interest =2nd 'mowledge storted with Sten Kenton and extended to
Duke Dllington, A magazine which - -+ fe~tured a picture of
4Art Hodes on the cover and which dealt with history and analyisxz
of solos recorded by long-de~d muecicians on compk tely uvnavesilable
records did not mppeor of sufficient irmt ercst to warrant purchase.

So I bypassed it, However, later 2s my interests expanded and I came

to appreciate the esrlier jezz 2nd also find coples of earlier records
more accessible it came to look more interesting, in retrospect. But
the RECORD CHAIGIR is not availeble on newestands, So I thought I'd
subscribe, IEspecially a5 I "mew that it h2d Dbeen giving much publicil-
ty to the bootleg companies which the other two mas-zines had self-
righteouvsly %Ignored., Having purchased meny such records I felt the

need of more inform~ation sbout wh~t was available on them 2nd the source
of some unidentified items. Dut it is oneof those things you constantly
intend to do in 'a few months' and comehow never get around to., Then
when yov findlly do you con't uvnderstand vhy you didn't do it long
vefore,

I first decided to svbescribe to TIZ RECORD CI/AYNGER in the spring
of 1952; I ~ctually did so exrmctly three years later, The first issue
I recelved was a revelntion, I recalled the dnly previous issuve I'd
viewed o5 colorless and uninteresting, The experience I1'd had in the
meantime &n fandom explrined why., TUT RECORD CHANGER, 1 discovered,
wes prepered in typewritten form ond printed by the offwet method.

The ~riticles interested me more than previously, although much the

same as I recrlled., 1In the front of the megrzine <rere adverticements
for various books avail-ble from the magnzine's hoolk dev~rtment, Many
o1 these were items I'd been vainly trying to get thw ugh normsl chan-
nels, 3ut vhet really fascinated me wns the latter half of the e ga-
zine w ich wae entirely t-ken up by an suction....in which the items
were tightly svpaced together in microscopic print,...the same type size
Lerry Jnderson uced for a while in some of his magazines, There were a
covrtle cof pages devoted to 'classified advertising'....readers who had
sorething to dicpose of or wished to acquire sone thing elce, Five or
¢liX more Dprges were uced by firms running their own ~uctions or salesg,
But most of the space was devoted to the RECORD CrilMGE's private auc~
TioN.a,see2 tot2l of over 3000 records they were offering for bid, 1I'd
read of mail =uctions ~t vorious times since becoming a jazz fan but
had never before encountered 01e or kmew where or how they were held,
Lany of the items were scarce things I'd never even seen, except listed
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in di gcogravhies, I was intoxicrted. I promptly entered my bid on
thirty records, mostly Duv'ie Ellington, h~ving no idea vhether I wes
overbidcing or uncerbidding, I nlsgo bought a bunch of ecurlly scorce
items ~t quite reason-hle Drices from 2 firm which advertised, myster-
iovsly, that 2ll their records were new and uvnpl=ayed, The colution
turned out to he that they dealt almost exclusively in bootleg items,
issued before the big record comprnies croclied down en th»t pr-ctice,

The curpricing thing to me was thot, although TIZ. RECORD C LIGIR,
is strictly 2 jazz magazine, the auvction wos not confined to jazz
records, DLvery type record imrginnble was reprec~ented (~lthough the
classices were pretty spersely revprecented,...I sr=pect those are han-
dled in snctions reetricted to only that type). They ranged from Gene
4fusgtin to Carl Brisson to Richord Crooks to Jescica Dragonette to Seger
511lis to Phil Illarris....well, you nmme it ~nd it wos there,,.”lmost,
Jazz artiste tended to hove lom er lists of records then others but
this wag by no means alwayvs true,

here do the records come from? I still h~ven't figured out,

In every town you will find one or more drug stores with otacks of

old juke-box records for =gole ~t low prices. Some of thece are scarce
items ten or fifteen ye-rs old, The n-tural conclusion would be that
this 1s the source of thece =2vctioned items, However, the juke box
industry did not become really big-time before the 1ate 30's, Perhops
25% or more of these items pre-d-te that veriod, .nd I hrve purchosed
items on the BLACK SVWAll 1-bel, a firm which cersed issuing records
several years before the fir<t julebox was invented. There are other
items which jukeboxes cennot account for, I won 28 of the 30 items I
bid on in that firet auvction (my bids have become more moder-te gince)
and included in the records I received was a test presesing by Jepanece
VICTOR of two Red MNorvo-3tew Pletcher BIUITDIRD items from the mid-30'sg
and an acetate of two live Duke Dllington . perform-nces (sourcd
unknown) which were on an n~cetate blank cont-ining the title in Japa-~-
nese chrrrcters,

T2 05C00.D CiiGOR nlso carried occasional ads for 16" transcrip-
tions, lot completely hoppy with the acet-te copies of the~e I'd
bbtoined I decided to equin to pley 16" records, thus getting hetter
coplies and posgssibly also seving money since the prices on them seened
quite ressonable,...lower in many coses thon -n LP containing the same
amount of materinl, Howvever, there was a problem. liany of the ones
I wanted most badly were cut by the almost extinct vertical system and
it is so r-re th~t no raodio technician I enquired from could give me
any idea how I could equin to play them, I2WE both DOVIT 3B.T and REC-
ORD CIALGER had carried proise of and adverticemente for = new small
megazine specializing for record collectors, REUCORD IESLARCII, An early
iscsue had carried an ~rticle on the subject of equipping to play
vertical records, so I gvbecribed asking for any early issues aw il-
able,

RECORD CLEANGER hed impressed me as a2 rather elaboriate and expen-
sive type of fanzine, D2ut when RECORD R.ST.LRCI. arrived there was no
mistnking it, This was a frnzine, pure and simple., It was mimeographed,
for cne thing (I never did get the issue with the -rticle I wanted, but
contacted its 2uthor end got the info direct, e saild they might re-
print e~rly issuves from the stencils if there was sufficient demand
but not the one I wanted because they had uced the photo-offset process
for thoat one, found it too exrpenzive and reverted to mimeo. Sound fom-
iliaxr?). 4nd while I doubt if RLCORD CILLIGIR's contributors receive
more than token payment, if that, there is no doubt that RiICORD RE-
SLARCID is completely a 1labor of love,
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Like RECORD CIIAIGIR it c~rries a l-rge =uction in the rear of
each iscsue, Dut the ~rticles are more pergon~lized and it hre a
smaller more intimr-te feel, The writing is les~ introspective then
in the ~vercge fonzine -nd =ticks closer ito the toplc at hand, records,
(Llthough RLCORD :L35.RC.. cerries a departmert deyoted to pians rolls
and 2lso occasionally liets them 25 availnbile in its auctions),

There cre ~ttempte to list everv isgsue of small record comp-niles,
dircogrrohies of minor ertists, histories of various facets of the °
record inducstryv....the discussing of who took 2 solo on what record,
or whether on item is from 2 different master.,..also argue nts over
the exvact date of recordings, The first icsue I obhtmined cont~ined
a long rombling dissertation by some artistsmansger ¢l the pest which
goes into det-il =2bout his own import-nce, how he made a star of TFats
Waller, got Jelly Roll Ilorton 'fired' from o certain record contract,
etc. Throughout it he remainsg tot2lly unawoare of the effect he is
cre~ting on the rescder. The ginil-rify to certein of our more ego-
mani~c>1l fens who announce with gre~t fnfete thot they are editing
sone non-existent magezine or anthology, or gilving intimate advice
to mome editor or suthor is wunmistokable, I rmet confess it made
rie feel right =t home,

It was on the re-r cover th-t the full farnish fl-vor became most
pronounced, howvever, One column waes devoted %o "Recommended by 'Rec-
ord ilese~rch!'', Ileven public~tions were listed., 3Jeveral wvere disc-
ogravhies, but the rest were publications of the same sort as RLCORD
RESLIRCE (just like inm fondom, they indulpe in free-cross-plubs and
brief reviews., Listed wvere mnrgrzines like "iurtralian Jazz Quarterly',
"International Discotvhile!, "lrtrix%, 2ad geveral others, Like in fan-
dom- ezch step vou t ke leads %to another one, I've nlready subgscribed
to "Dir~cophile" (o British mag-zineY snd "Internntion-1 Dircophile”
(which haile from Coliforniz....RBCORD RIOSELLC is fronm the Jew Yoxk-
New Jereey 2rea) They ore scttered more evenly over the world than
are Tendom fanzines., I believe I already have all the American ones.
But there are =meversl from Inglend and Hoth Angtreolis and Italy are

eprecented plus one or two whogse identipfy is =till in doubt,

The pottern of RGCORD CILLIGIR and .ZCORD RLSE.LHCH is repeated
with veristione for iddividual editorial wmolicv in the others, All
I've seen to date are offset or mimeod. 1Ilost, but not all, run auc-
tionz. They go in for discogr-phies, frecrently on ~rtists of reri-
pheral jozz interest who've been ignored by the strict jazz discogra-
phies or, sometimes, artiste 1like Ruth Itting or Jimmie Rodgers of no
jezz interest whoteoever,

Thex ayjay similarity ie not confined to magnzines, There =re
~l1so books., INMost, but not all, are discosraphies. Thece almost never
gain supvoort from professional publishers, but sre usu~lly subesidized
by the compilers or friends, I recently obtained a small booklet (off-
set =2nd neatly cordbo=rd bound) called “"The 'Wox Tiorks' of Duke Elling-
ton" compiled, editecd, published and availeble only Ifrom Denny Aasland
of Sweden., I later wrote him a letter asking for additicnal informa-
tion and expressing epvrecistion of the bock. Ie replied, a few weeks
leter, enthusiasticolly, szying he hadn't time then for a long Aatailed
letter but wuld write a5 soon as he had., Thet was four month<. ago.
Just like fandomn,

In cace some ~re wondering about why it t-kes me =o long to a2nswer
letters recently =nd why I've become so inactive in almost every fan-
nish activity, save /I, it's becruse I ~m devoting more and mow
time (more than to stfandom, now) to My Second Fandom,
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